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Attn: S. R. Grace 

ADDITIONAL TRENCHES IN OPERABLE UNIT NO. 2 (OU 2) - WSB-287-93 

Ref: J. K. Hartman Itr (05524) to R. Benedetti, Operable Unit 2 RFI/RI Report Update, 
May 11, 1993 

In response to the above-referenced letter, additional information was obtained during 
investigations for the Historical Release Report (HHR) showing an additional trench in the 
Operable Unit (OU) 2 area located primarily beneath the present East Access Road. Further 
investigation has ascertained that this trench is a western continuation of the series of 
trenches comprising IHSS 11 1.6 (see attached). The HHR states that trenches T-4 through 
1 - l i  (IHSS 111.1 through 111.8) were active sometime between 1954 and 1968; the 
actual dates per trench are unknown. However, the extension, now named T-12, must 
predate completion of the main east access road in 1965 since it is 80 percent covered by 
this road. 

The HHR states that all of these trenches are thought to be about ten feet deep and primarily 
contains sewage sludge. This sewage sludge is believed to contain some uranium and 
plutonium contamination. Flattened drums may also be present in any of these trenches. At 
least 2,400 gallons of water and lathe coolant was disposed of in one of the trenches 
(unknown). This may or may not have been in drums. 

At the June 14, 1993 meeting with EPA, CDH, DOWRFO, and EG&G, it was agreed that this 
trench extension (T-12) was characterized by the boreholes already drilled through the 
previously known section of trench. No further action will be necessary to characterize !he 
extension. 

AUTHORIZED CLASSIFIER During the investigation into the above trench extension, an additional trench (T-13) was 

IN REPLY TO RFP CC NO. 
;3.1 o/-aF -cj 
ACTlON ITEM STATUS 
3 OPEN $CLOSED 

3 PARTIAL 

located approximately 500 feet east northeast of the inner east guard station and south of 
IHSS I1 1.8 (see attached). Aerial photographs indicate that it was open between 1966 and 
1967. It is now entirely covered by asphalt or base material as part of the northern 
extension of the east access road which was built in 1968. Total length of the trench is 
approximately 250 feet. The aerial photos indicate that it was filled with dark grey 
material which may be sewage sludge. An EG&G employee was contacted who remembers 
working on construction of the road. He remembers that this trench may also contain some 
lab waste. 6-: --- .-. . , I  . . . 
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This newly located trench was filled at approximately the same time as the trenches 
described above and is probably very similar to the other trenches in construction and type 
of materials contained. While it is located in a groundwater contaminant plume, the plume 
boundary had previously been defined. The EPA, CDH, DOURFO and EG8G personnel agreed 
that this was a manageable risk at the June 14, 1993 meeting. Further characterization of 
T-13 would probably be required during the Feasibility Study or Remediation process 
prior to removal. 

The Draft Phase I I  RFI/RI Report currently in preparation will reference that this trench 
exists, but that it was not sampled since it was reasonable to assume that it was similar to 
nearby trenches. Since these nearby trenches have been characterized, this newly 
identified trench constitutes a manageable risk. 

Please transmit this information to EPA and CDH. Please contact A. L. Primrose of 
Remediation Project Management at extension 861 8 if there are additional questions. 

W.S.Busby 
Acting Director 
ERMIRemediation Project Management 
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